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Lf it Har cear 
bo] HES, S22INo 


THE IMAGES BOILE” UP 
FROM SOME DEEPER PLACE, 
THE SAME PLANE AS 
PRIMAL WETING 

HUNGER, PAIN, FeAl 


If HA? PEST ROWET 
THE ALIENS, BUT NOT 
FOR US. MEVER FOR US. 








MY NAME \& REBECCA, 
BLT BVERHONE CALLS 
Me NEWT. I'M SIX 
HEARS OL I LIVE 
ON A WORL? 
CALLE ACHERON. 








Ree 


es 


~ THE REATINGS 





Say <\ 


ARE GOING OFF SCALE-- 





ane G7 
4O KNOW 
THE RULES-- 
WE FING IT 
WE ABEP 
It 





Yj 


(We MET Have FOUND THE 
MOTHER LOCE~! 




















HAR? TO BELIEVE 
SOMETHING THIS B/G-- WITH 
THIS KIND OF RESONANCE-- 
WENT WITHODT BEING 
NOTICE?-- 


\< 

















THERE ARE 154 OF US ON THE 
5 PLANET. THE CORPORATION 
~e CALLS US TERRAFORMERS. WHY 
FATHER CALLS LS PIONEERS. 


THE CORPORATION HAP SENT LS OVT 
TO INVESTIGATE SOME SORT OF 
MAGNETIC SLRGE. I CAN STILL 
REMEMBER IM FATHER'S SMILE-- THE 
SCENT OF MY MOTHERS PERFLME-- 


=< GOR 





S 


> mer 
SHELTERE? BY NATURAL 
ROCK FORMATIONS--ANZ 
THE DAMNED EC-6aTS 
NEVER WORKED LP 
TO SPEC 





& 





~ 
Koh: 


WHars 4 
it marteR7 \g 
15 une 
s NOW. 








I NAME% NEWT--f- LM 
B NOT Six YEARS OLO--JE5Us, 
IT WAS ALL 40 LONG AGO. t 
DONT WANT TO REMEMBER, 


WPS REALLY 


AICKING LIP--WELL MAKE § 


A QUICK LOOP 70 6ECURE 
THE CLAIM, THEN HEAP 
7) 


“M4 GOD, RUbb-- IT 
ENORMOLS -- 


DON'T MAKE ie REMEMBER, 
a — z) 


STAY (NBIPE 

L MEAN (7 

NO FOOLING 
b ARONA 


SORT OF GASH IN 
_ THE HULL-— 


£ 


ill, 


| t WAS ONLY Six WEARS OLD. THE 
DISCOVERY OF THE DERELICT DIPN'T 

f, BEALLY MEAN ANYTHING TO Me 

WY --THib Ie 


INCREPIBLE-- 

EVERHTHING' 
SMOOTH, ALMOST 

ORCANIC-- 


Z ZF HY tat: 
] WE HA BATTLEP TIME, SPALE, THE ELEMENTS - 
AN? WON. WE WERENT AFRAIZ. 
x cy 


A 


WE HA? TERRAFORME? A BARREN ROCK INTO 
A VIABLE, LIFE-SUSTAINING PLANET. 


MAYBE THAT THING 

IN THE DERELICT 

SHARE? OVR BLING 
\ ARROGANCE 


paths THE ALIENS 





If SOMEHOW AMEW THAT I Har 


SEEN THE WRECKAGE. WE 4HAREC ‘ 

A GROTESQUE FORM OF BMARTHY- wih hk w= 

yy a ? It-WaNTS Me To 
= KNow-- 


IT PESCRIBED A SwIP--SOME 
KINO OF M/o/ 


DON'T-- MAKE Me 
pie I1-- AGAIN-- 


= 


. ss aie Z2 
<M FATHER AMELT--IN FRONT OF THE PODS. 
COULD SEE Hi OVER THE TRACTORS MONITOR- 
I COULY SBE THE EXCITEMENT IN Hib EYES-- 





JZ5V%5, ANNE, 1 
SEE SOMETHING MOVING-- 
THINK THEY'RE 
STILL ALI 





THE PILOT ABOARO 
THE CARGO VESSEL 


If SHOUL? HAVE DRIF” EVER |T SHOULT 
HAVE CARRIE THE ALIEN THINGS INTO THE 
HELL OF DEEP SPACE. 





"7 
FOUN \T IN THE COLONISTS MY FRENTE 





151 


{EEN Ae, Z : THIS ANTENNAS 
1 COLL Hear A f - ‘ SHOT. WELL HAVE 10 
HoH PITCHED WHINE . 2 E BYPASS IT AN? BUN THE 
IN Ma BARS, LIKE Y A : DIRECTIONALS THROLON 
OME PIE TANT, ‘ ; THE APT SHETHEM 
HORRIBLE Scaaam 


WHEN YOU'RE HOUNG, 1 WANTE? 10 BELIEVE THERE Was 
B ov CaN'T 7 SOMETHING BETTER--THAT THERE 
fal UNPERSTANP EVIL. ITS Sas WAe SOME KIND OF HOPE, 
[8] AN WTANGIELE : 

THING--LIKE THE AIR 
Lal OR THE SK 


ANZ LST AS 
PERVASIVE. 


Wf WATCHEP Ub WITH iT 9BAl 
BYES AND 1 FELT A CHILL. iT 
Ha? COME TO THE ALIEN HOMe- 
WORL? OLT OF HATE IT HAP 
RESLVE? Ue IN THE NAME OF 
REVENGE. 


PERHAPS EVIL 
Ve THE ONLY 
UNIVERSAL TRUTH 





BYES ONLY 
DOUBLE A-ALPHA 


LIVE Loor 
ABACK OF TIME SINCE 
THE BIONATIONAL ATTACK 
T'VE BARRACAVE? MuSeELr 
IN MH OFFICE TO GIVE ME 
TIME TO PREPARE THe 
FINAL REPORT. 


BVIZENTLY THE ALIEN 
QUEEN \% ABLE TO 
COMMUNICATE IN 40ME |) 


SUBCONSCIOUS 
FASHION. WITH OTHER 
SPECIES. IN HUMAN 
BEINGS, THESE 

+ PIGSEMINATIONS H 
MANIFEST THEMSELVES 
IN THE FORM OF 
PATTERN 


LIMITE? TOA 
| NARROW GEOGRAPHIC 
RANGE. 


AN? YET FOR EVERY CLUSTER 
WE FOUNP THERE WERE TEN 
MORE JUST LIKE IT. 


NAMES OSTROW. 
LOOKS LIKE HE WAS 
SOME SORT OF BIG SHOT 
WITH BIONATIONAL. 











ier ALIENS SUBCONSCIOUS BA/T wird eacn New 
INDE CLASS ANZ POLITICAL 
| eonpar \RIES. WE FOUN HIVES 
EVERYWHERE. 











IN STUDYING THE BIONATIONAL FILES WE 
ceamer TUBB G QUEEN HA? GESTATE? A NUMBER 
F WEEKS PRIOR TO MATURATION 


However WE STILL CONSIDERED COMTHINMEN: za | 





i/-/| 





PERUAPS OUR WORST MISTAKE WAe UNERESTIMATING THE SHEER INSTINCTUAL CUNNING OF THE 
CREATURES. WE VION'T S26 THE VNUERLYING FHT TERN BEHIN THEIR EVOLUTIONARY PROCESS--THE 


| WOH BEVERY FACET OF THEIR EXIGTANCE WAS GEAREZ TOWARD FROFAGATION. THE QUEENS MATUREZ } 
LAT WHATEVER Sree7 THEIR SuRVIaL DICTATE? al 








10 
1 IT WAS MORE THAN THAT IT WAS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THE UNKNOWING A067 TO 
Le OTHER SITES, 








ib /) 





THERE 
WAS A GEOMETRIC 
PERFECTION TO THE 
INFESTATIONS. 


BALH QUEEN 
WOVL? Lad STILL 
MORE QUEENS, AN? WITH 
EVERY GENERATION 

THE SPORE BECAME 
MORE ENTRENCHER 
more-- 








THE CIVILIAN AUTHORITY Was WEAK IN THE 
FACE OF THE DEVASTATION. WHEN THE 


| GENERALS FINALLY STAGED THEIR COUP ||. 


If SEEMEC ALMOST--WELCOME. 











THe MILITARY CREATED TESTING 
CENTERS WHERE PHYSICIANS 
CHECKE? CIVILIANS FOR SIGNS 
| OF THE ALIEN INFECTION. AT 


FIRST THE TéoTe WERE VOLUNTARH, 











| THERE WERE AUMORS THE MILITARY 
WAS VSING THE PRETEXT OF ALIEN 
INFECTION TO ELIMINATE POLITICAL 

+ PISGIDENTS--THE POOR THE j 
PlZAFFECTED-- 











Ae \F SUCH PETTY RIVALRIES 
MATTERE! 











LES 
(weve veanc or 
INFESTATIONS IN EUROPE, 
ALLTRALIA. THE 4667 


3; 1% GROWING WITH 
| semasnaere ereer 


FROM ALL THiS, I've COME TO y 
UNPERSTANP SOMETHING + 
ABOUT HUMANITH. 





MON 1 AN ANIMAL, 

Wd || CRIVEN BY ANIMAL 

| PASSIONS ‘CIVILIZATION’ | 
| 6 A PATHETIC CHARAVE 


OF MANNERS, PREV\- 
j CATE? ON A Tiesue- 
THIN VEIL OF LIBS. 





IN THE FUTURE- 1 
THERE /6 A PTR E-- 
HISTORIANS MAH BLAME 

+ OUR FOILURES ON SOME + 
| exreznne cavee- 








77) 








THE MILITARY Hae ORGANIZED OFF- | 
WORLP SHIPS TO EVACUATE “VITAL 
PERSONNEL” 1 THs OUTER 

j COLONIES-- MAINLY THEIR OWN 

| PRECIOUS Hives, 








WE MAPE THE MISTAKE OF PERCEIVING 
THE ALIENS Ae SENTIENT KARRIORS. | . 
i 2 FINALLY REALIZE? THE TRUTH. = | SURGERY, DOCTORS ; 
| tHev Re EEAbE. A CANCER WOUL? APPLY RADIATION 
- = = _———- 10 THE AFFECTE? AREA 





ITLL Be Wer 
A MOMENT, COLONEL. 
THE SEALS HAVE TO BE 


IM SHOWING GREEN ON 
90% OF THE WARHEAZS THE BURST 
SHOULD VAPORIZE THE MOUNTAIN-- 
PREVAILING WIN? WiLL 7O 
THE Reb 


BOUNDS 40 PRIMITIVE, | 
BVT THERE ARE TIMES | 
WHEN THE OL? was 





Ive Ter 
THE DETONATION 
TO COINCIDE WITH 

THE MILITARY 
‘escare 


1 TAKE PRICE IN MY 
PRAGMATION--1 REALIZE THis 
TRANSMISSION |% POINTLESS, 

QOUBT IF THE LONG RANGE 
RELAY STATIONS ARE EVEN 
OPERATIONAL 


STILL \ 
I ANYONE Ie 
ACTVALLY SEEING 

om L ert -= 


THEY THINK ~S 
THEY LAN PEBTOY 
THE CREATURES, THEY 
THINK SOMEZAY THEY'LL 
66 ABLE TO COME 

PACH TO THEIR 
WORLZ 


Acre le lrad 
ONE OF THE4E-1 
Fee 





THEY THOLGUT 
RY THEY COLL? BReeD \. 
THE MONSTERS. 
CHRIGT-- 


THINGS? TO 
SPIT AN? POLI 
BASTARDS? TN 
NOT SURE WHICH 

\b WORGE-- 


YOU'RE 
RIGHT. WERE 
HELPLESS. 





DESTROYING THE ALIENS HA? BEEN 
AN ALL CONSUMING PASSION, YET 
THERE WAS LITTLE SENSE OF 
ACHIEVEMENT Ae WE LEFT TO 
BENPEZVOUS WITH THE BENEDICT. 


MOTIONS BECALSE “THE MOTIONS” 
WERE ALL WE HAZ LEFT. 


THE “OTHER” WATCHE? AND APPROVET 
f+] ANC IN THE ENT REVENGE WAS JUST 
ANOTHER CHEMICAL REACTION-- LIKE 





NSi 


7, | ONE INeTaNr, THE bX 
A HIVE WAS THERE. oe 


Te 
Ni 





WE WERE AOTHING WHEN WE 
LEFT BART, WED BEEN GENT 


WERE RETURNING 
WITH SALVATION. 


RE 
HOU--ARE YOU 
ALRIGHT? 


TORE INTO ME-- 1 REMEMBER 
THINKING HOW MUCH L 
LOVE? 4OU-- 


--THEN 1 
20w WHAT 
WAS LEFT-- ANZ 
SUPPENLY 1 
KNEW 


PLEASE, A {KNOW IF--IF WHAT 
NEWT--DON'T 200K A WE HA? WAS 
aT me-- 


HICKS AIT IT WA’ eT 
PROGRAMMING --PART OF SOME 
SOCIALIZATION PROCESS --4OU BELIEVET 
OD WERE HUMAN BECAUSE IT 
Wae BAsiER-- 


BUT THAT DOESNT 
EXPLAIN WHAT HAPPENED BET 
Ue. IT CANT 





MAYBE ALL LI 
16 LIKE HICK 
BEVEN 
CHEMICAL 
RaANvo; 


=I ALWAYS COMES BACK 
THe SLIENTIETS WANT 10 Paaw ¢ A Te 
BETWEEN MAN ANP ae , MACHINES 


IATTER? BUTLER CAREC FOR 
lOT LIKE EARTHS POCTORS— 


1 


Te-L TOUCHE? HIM. Hie 
GAIN WAS WARM --50FT. 





TINE PAS6E7 QUICKLY. 
FOR THE FlaeT TIME 
SINCE ALHBRON, f 
FELT A SENSE OF CALM. 


it 
OT MLLH TIME. THE 

CREATURES HAVE BREACHED 

THE GALVESTON SECURITY 
LINE-- THONG 


TWO 6HIPE ON THE 0% SCANNER -- 
ONES EMITTING A STANZARI THPE 
\ FOUR BEACON--THE OTHER Ib N 
UNIVENTIFIE?-- x x 

THE TYPE FOURS 
ASKING PERMISSION TO 


LAN? We've CANNIBAL Ize? \\ 


MOST OF THE TRANSCOVE 
COMPUTERS, BUT 
I MANAGE TO PULL A 
PRELIMINARY T. 


Nel 


ORONA'S ZF 
HAPPENE? WEEKS 
WE FOUN? WHAT WAS 


SP GRANT PERIIEZION FOR a 
LANTING. S'LL MEET THEM AT : 
NX THE PAP PERSONALLY 
= 





BSS \\__wns’ 
& AN? RAIN BATTERED THE SHIP Ab WE 








BETTLEV ON THE LANZING PLATFORM. IT WAS 
ALMOST Ab IF NATURE ITSELF WERE REBEL 
LING AGAINST THE MILITARY'S PLAN. 





ACHERON--REMINZED ME 


OF MY INNOLENG SUNTHETICS TO 


REHAB-- WE'LL 


BIONATIONAL EXECUTIVES 
TOL? b& ABOUT STEPHENS 
AFTER ALL THE S/T 
CAME GOWN: A MESSAGE ABOUT THE 
> PETONATION Jet 
BEFORE HE DIEZ “OU 





WE'VE SVSPECTE?: 

THE EXICTENCE OF OTHER 
SENTIENT BEINGS SINCE THE 
NOSTROMO M\rbION. |T POBSNT 

CHANGE THINGS. 


THE ALIENS Have 
WON, CORPORAL. BASIC 
AW MILITARY TACTICS --WHEN HOU'RE 
OUTGUNNEY, YOU RETHERT--ANO 
‘ LEQVE NOTHING FOR 
4OVR ENEMY. 


4OU'LL FEAL 
WITH THE: 





ATH’ BEEN ON THE ve “IT'% A CHANCE 10 CLEAN THE SLATE-- 
BRINK OF DESTRUCTION A CHANCE TO START AGAIN-- A 
FOR VELAZES. THERES / 

NO PYBCIPLINE--NO i cS 
ORPER. 


"AFTER A FEW YEARE--WHEN IT'S OVER 
A THE SURVIVORS CAN RETURN AND 
(a é By TERRAFORM EARTH INTO SOMETHING 
“THE ALIENS ONY BEAUTIFUL AbAIN-- 
EXACERBATED THE |ooor' s 5 
SITVATION. If WOLLZ 
HAVE COME 10 Tulle 


"ORONA UNZER4TOOD-- 
THE ALIENS HAVE 
GIVEN US A CHANCE 
10 RECIGCOVER 
OVRSELVES-- 


ACHERON, 1 
LAUGHER 1 
LaveHer 
BELALSE WORDS 
HA? LoeT THEIR 
q MEANING-- 
BELAUSE THAT 
SON OF A BITCH 
KS) ORONA HAZ 
BEEN A/6HT-- 


SIR—THERE BEEN A BREECH OF LOCK GOWN 
THE SOLTHERN PERIMETER OUR SPOTTERS THE SUIPS ANZ 
HAVE S26N HUNPREDS OF THE-- PREPARE FOR, 
LAUNCH, IT% 
TME. 


4OU VIP WHAT 
YOU THOUGHT WAS RIGHT. 
THE TIME FOR MILITARY 
PROTOCOL ANZ POLITE 
WOMBIES ABE 
LONG PAYT-- 


== 4Ov' 

LIKE EVERYONE ELSE 
STILL ON EARTH. 
UNNECESSARY, 





--BALK AWAH-- 
REPORT TO THE PAZ 
FOR LAUNCH--! 


GIVING THOSE 
ALIEN SHITS THE 
PLEASURE AND 

N2ITHER ARE 

You 


Have BNE? 
ON ACHERON-- 
FOR BOTH 


1 SMUGbLEP 4OL 
ABOAR? THE BENEDICT 
AN? If I'VE LEARNEP ONE 
THING ABOUT THE MILITARY 
IT THiS- 


THEY 
DESTROYEL 
THE OTHERS--TOOK 
WHAT THEY COLL? 
SALVAGE 


ok 
DION THINK 
4OU'7 Come 
BACH. 





CARLO CARRIERS--NO 
CREW. IF WE CAN 
IVENTIFY A 
SPECIFIC 


KEEP FIRING! 
WEEP FIRING! WE 
CAN'T LET THEM 


WHY 
IM STILL NOT SURE WHAT HILKS WAS FR 
S| THINKING AS WE CLINBE? ABOARZ 
SY THE CARGO SHIP, PERHAPS HE 
\) WASN'T THINKING AT ALL-- JUST, 
| REACTING 06 THE 
BOLVIER IN HIM 


--WE GOT LUCKY MObT OF THESE 
--O% MAYBE AFTER ) \ CARGO JOBS HAVE BEEN RETROFITIE? 
ALL THE PZATH AND | \ FOR TOTAL AUTO OPERATION. THI ONE 
PAIN, 2OMETHING STILL HAS SOME MANUAL 

FINALLY @FMBHEP 


INSI7E HIM — 
ZOMETHING PRESSURIZED 


FULLY 


PRECIOUS, ATMOSPHERE'S 


--GHIP'S REGISTER, 
SPECIFIES ORGANIC CARGO 
HELL--It'% NOAH% HAPPY 

LITTLEe ani. 





=-THE ALIENS HAVE IM PROVO 
ENTERED THE AACIL/TY-- ¢ OF EVERY ONE OF 
PREPARE THE SHIPS FOR . THEM. NOW PREPARE 
LAVNCH ON MY . FOR LAUNCH OR 
COMMAND -- TLL Have HOU 
‘ 6HoT- 


PECK, 
MAKING 
FINAL-- 


1 COULY HEAR GUNFIRE 
AN? SCABAMS Ae THE 
ALIENS AZVANCE? ON 
OUR SHIR THE SOUN7S 
OF A PLANET PHING. 


THE AUTOMATIC LAUNCH SEQUENCERS 
LOCKE? ANZ THE WHINE OF THE 
Suir ENGINES PROWNE? OVT THE 
HORROR BELOW. 


1 SUPPOSE 1 SHOVLO HAVE CRIEZ-- \x 
FELT SOMETHING FOR THOSE WE 

N LEPT BEHING--BUT I'7 BUN OVT 

OF TEARS LONG AGO-- 


er 





OMETHING EXPLOPEL 
LIKE A MILLION S24 





TOOK ME A MOMENT TO FULLY COMPREHENZ-- 


= 





“\T HA? CHANGED SINCE THE HOMEWORLO "Ee 


HOW LOVLO WE HAVE BEEN 40 
BLINP? \T SHARE? £0 MANY 
OF OUR MERCURIAL HUMAN 
EMOTIONS. HATE. ANGER. 


IT NO LONGER CARED 
ABOVT THE ALIENS. 
INTEREST HAT SHIFTER 
THE SOLVERS 


RETUAN ONE 7aY ANZ 
TERRAFORM EARTH 
POR THEMBELVES: 





CSS S SS 
AY t Was eTANPING aT ONE OF THE VIEWPORT 


STARING INTO SPACE, THE LIGHT FROM THE ame 


YIARS STRETCHE? AROUND THE SHIP LIKE 
GLOWING WHITE NEON-- 
SSE OS 
--BVT THis TIME IT 
WAS PIFFEREN: 


THE CARLO VESSEL'S 
NAVIGATIONAL COMPUTERS 
WERE LOCKE? ONTO A 
DEEP SPALE TRAJECTORY. 
THE GRAVITY DRIVE 
PLLSET LIKE A LIVING 
THING, PROPELLING Ue 

§ ACROSS BILLIONS OF 
MILES OF SPACE. 


WHEN IT BEGAN, HE BLAMEZ 


Hie MIGERY ON THE ALIENS. 
NOW ALL Hé COLL? BLAME 
WAS MIMEELF. 


i WASNT ALONE ANYMORE 
AN? MAYBE, FINALLY, THAT 
WAS ALL THAT MATTERED 








